WEARDALE FLOWER AND GARDEN CLUB - JULY 2017 MEETING

We hope you enjoy this evening's visit to St Nicolas Gardens, Maison Dieu. Founded as a medieval hospital but largely rebuilt in Tudor times, St Nicholas is the oldest continuously inhabited house in Richmond, listed Grade II.  There are roughly seven acres of gardens, designed and planted by the Hon Robert James at the start of the 20th century as a series of garden rooms divided by hedges and walls of local stone.   There is a  multitude of old roses - St Nicholas is the home of R.Gallica 'St Nicholas' and the vigorous rambler R.'Bobbie James'.  From the approach of the field walk there are stunning views across the pastures to the ruins of Easby Abbey.  St Nicolas was used as a film location for 'A Woman of Substance'.  
After the death of Lady Serena James in 2000, St Nicolas became the home of Yorkshire sportsman Keith Schellenberg and his family.  Keith is best known for his captaincy of the British olympic bobsleigh team in the 50's and of the Yorkshire rugby team and for his long and successful vintage racing and rallying career.  
Two talented young gardeners, Iris and Luke, bring new vision and ideas to St Nicholas whilte continuing to garden with the guiding spirit of Bobbie James.  Ongoing projects are the introudction of additional diversity in the meadow orchard, further encouragement for bees and butterflies, restoration of the Nepalese garden and the propagation of existing plants.
FLOWER FESTIVAL  St Philip and St James Parish Church, Tow Law, on 29th, 30th and 31st July, 10 am to 5 pm.  Floral displays portraying well known nursery rhymes.  Refreshments available in the hall. £2 entry.
FLOWER SHOWS  Weardale Motor Services are running trips to the following shows:
Southport Flower Show, 19th August, £14 - not incl entry to the show.
Harrogate Flower Show, 16th September, £13 - not incl. entry to the show.
Houghton Hall Garden and Gretna Outlet, 23rd September, £14.
HARLOW CARR, HARROGATE 
Music Sundays    23 and 30 July, 1-4pm.  Live music each Sunday throughout July. Normal admission.
26 and 27 July, 10 am to 4 pm, Willow Frame Baskets - Round or handled trug basket. Members £132, non members £148.
28 July, 10 am to 12.30pm, Garden Walk - Perfect Plants for Ponds.
OPEN GARDENS  
23 July, Kiplin Hall, 10 am to 5 pm, £5.90. Plant fair and refreshments.
30 July, St Cuthbert's Hospice, Durham, 11 am to 4 pm, £4.
6 August, Newbiggin House, Blanchland, 2 to 5 pm, £5.
27 August, Thornley House, Thornley Gate, Hexham, 2 to 5 pm, £4
TULIPMANIA Booking is open for the 2018 Tulipmania Spring tour with Jonathan Moseley, 9-11 April.  Visit Keukenhof, watch live demonstrations specially created for the tour, spend time in Delft, visit gardens. Accommodation at 4* NH Leeuwenhorst, close to the bulbfields.  Flights from Leeds Bradford and Manchester.  From £645 pp based on 2 sharing a twin room. Book through ECT travel.  sales@ecttravel.com
AUGUST MEETING  Please confirm with Barbara if you will be at the August BBQ night, at 58 West End, Wolsingham, so that we can arrange food.  We hope it will be a pleasant summer evening, but if not there is space to stand out of any rain so we will still go ahead if the weather is inclement.  As this is Chairman's night, the Committee will be organising the food, and we thank several members who have already offered to contribute some dishes.  Please park in the Recreation Ground and walk through the opening between 54 and 56 West End to the garden at the rear of 58.  
Last year, just under 200 large bunches of flowers were given to family, friends, and donated to various fund raising events.  This year bunches are being offered for a donation to the Emil Mason fund.  Emil is a  friend's three year old grandson who has cerebral palsy and needs pioneering surgery that could allow him to walk unaided for the first time.   £40,000 has to be raised for non NHS funded surgery and physio.
WOLSINGHAM SHOW CHARITY LUNCH  We have taken two tables for the lunch which is on Friday 1st September.  There are currently three places available if anyone else would like to go - please see Susan to confirm.
FLORA INTERNATIONAL  A magazine dedicated to floristry and flower arranging, delivered to your door. One year subscription £21.50   www.flora-magazine.co.uk.   01202 88029
SCAMPSTON AUTUMN PLANT FAIR  Sunday 24th September, 10 am to 3 pm.   Specialist stalls from award winning nurseries, refreshments, artisan craft and food stalls.  Admission £7.50 adult, £3.50 RHS members. Includes entry to the walled garden and parkland trails.  www.scampston.co.uk
NAFAS AGM  The 58th AGM will be held at Bishopsgate Institute, 230 Bishopsgate, London at 10.30 on 11th October 2017. Every NAFAS member is entitled to attend.
JONATHAN MOSELEY  who is our demonstrator for Christmas 2018 has been appointed as President of the North of England Horticultural Society.
MONTY DON   1st November at 8 pm, Newcastle Tyne Theatre and Opera House. Tickets from £18.





