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Welcome to Chairman's night 2018.  As usual, this is the meeting where we 'do something different'.  Tonight, it's drinks, a fashion show, and pudding tastings.  Thank you to Fiona from Brookes Outfitters of Barnard Castle for this fashion show.  Thanks also to Ann and Emm for providing the drinks, and Committee members for donating flowers, raffle prizes and puddings, and to our glamorous models!



SEPTEMBER MEETING  This will be a demonstration by Beverley Wright, who runs her own business based in Spennymoor.  Some members will have seen Beverley's demonstration at the Show ladies lunch last year, which was much admired.  She will be using £100 of flowers, which will be raffled at the end of the evening.
There will also be an important discussion re our continued membership of NAFAS in 2019, and we will have someone from the David Nelson fund to accept our cheque. Unfortunately they were unable to attend any earlier.

CHRISTMAS DEMONSTRATION.  Tickets will be on sale to members at the September meeting for our Christmas open night with Jonathan Moseley. £10.

FLOWER ARRANGER MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION.  The Flower Arranger is available by subscription, delivered to your home four times a year for £22 (with 10% discount if payment is by direct debit).  Orders to :  The Flower Arranger, co Warners, The Maltings, West St., Bourne, Lincs. PE10 9PH.

HOLIDAYS  Floral Tours Ltd have the following trips on offer in 2019: Keukenhof, Holland - various tours between 21 March and 12 May;
Temps de Flors, Girona, Spain - 11-19 May
RHS Chelsea Flower Show - 21-25 May
Chatsworth Flower Show - 5-9 June
World Floral Art Show  - India, 27 Feb - 1 March 2020
details from info@floraltours.co.uk

NAFAS 2019 Calendar £4.50 plus £1.02 pandp., 2019 Diary £4.90 plus £1.02 pandp. Available from www.nafas.org.uk, or by telephone 020 7247 5567.

BRIGHTWATER HOLIDAYS.  Tresco Abbey and Gardens, 4 days from £975, September and October departures.  Call 01334 897335, or www.brightwaterholidays.com

LADIES LUNCH, WOLSINGHAM SHOW.  For members who have bought tickets for the lunch, please meet at the marquee at 12.30 for 1 pm. We have two tables booked.  

BULB PLANTING  Daffodil Bulbs, variety Burma, have been ordered from J Parkers Wholesale and will be delivered late August/early September.  The cost was £259.20 for 4000 bulbs, paid for from our grants.  The remainder of the grant money will be used to purchase a plaque.  Planting will be in October.

WYNYARD HALL.  Chutney and Preserve Making Workshop, £30 pp includes materials.  Sunday 15th Sept., 10 am to 12 noon.  
Advance notice - Festive Shopping Fayre, 15th to 18th November.  Adult tickets £6 in advance, £7 on the door.  Concessions £3 in advance, £4 on the door.  Early booking recommended. Over 150 stalls.  10 am to 5 pm each day.

HARROGATE AUTUMN SHOW 14-16 September.  Weardale Motor Services are running a coach to the show, £13.50. Departure Stanhope 8.30, Wolsingham 8.40am.  Entry to the show is £20, or £17.50 if bought in advance. 01423-546157.

MALVERN AUTUMN SHOW  29 and 30 September - A festival of Gardening, Food and Drink and Artisan Produce.  Book before 8 Sept using code GW18 to receive 10% off.  malvernautumn.co.uk, or 0844 8110050

STRAWBERRY AND PIMMS JAM  A softer set recipe, keeps for up to six months. Once opened, store in the fridge.
2kg strawberries; 40ml water; 80ml lemon juice; 1kg jam sugar; 150ml Pimms.

Halve the strawberries, place in jam pan with water and soften for 10-15 mins on a moderate heat.  Add the lemon juice and sugar, stirring to dissolve the sugar whilst bringing to the boil. Boil at around 104c stirring intermittently, for another 20-25 mins.  Check setting point, and when ready skim surface.  While hot, stir in Pimms.
Ladle into warm, dry sterilised jars and seal.

SLOE GIN  Most members will fondly remember Elizabeth Harrison, who hosted many Committee meetings at her home at Grosvenor House.  At one such meeting we were served Elizabeth's Sloe Gin - and this is her recipe.    Keeps for up to 2 years.  Sloes can be substituted by Damsons.

1lb sloes; 4 oz caster sugar; few whole almonds; bottle of gin.

Prick sloes and put in a wide-rimmed, dry, sterilised jar with the gin, stir in the sugar and almonds.  Seal and leave in a dark place at room temperature for at least four months. Gently shake the mixture daily for the first week to dissolve the sugar, then weekly.  Strain through a muslin-lined fine sieve, then bottle.  Made now, it will be ready for Christmas.  Enjoy!
























