
Accessibility ‐ parts of the garden can be 
accessed in a wheelchair. Access to the main 
garden is via a steepish incline. Winding, narrow 
or uneven paths make some areas inaccessible to 
wheelchair users. There is an accessible toilet. 

Tuesday 17th October ‐ A talk with slides ‐ 
Gardening to Delight the Senses, with Sarah Hopps 
‐ Sarah's passion for plants and gardening 
developed when she ran a small hardy plant 
nursery from her home near Thirsk. Since 2004 
she has given an increasing number of talks, and 
appeared on stage at many RHS shows alongside 
Martin Fish and Jonathan Moseley. In addition she 
escorts garden tours in Britain and Europe. Sarah 
will bring a selection of hardy plants for sale. 

We will also have a Home‐made Preserves Sale 
this evening, which replaces our usual Autumn 
auction. 

Tuesday 21st November ‐ Carys Harrison runs her 
event planning business 'Creative Designs by Carys' 
in the York/Harrogate area. She qualified as a 
NAFAS area demonstrator in 2014, and is a keen 
competitor, winning silver and silver gilt medals at 
Chelsea, RHS gold medal, and best in show at 
Harrogate. Carys is an entertaining speaker, and will 
be showing us a selection of festive arrangements 
for the home, all of which will be raffled after her 
demonstration. Festive refreshments. 

Tuesday 12th December ‐ Visit to Raby Castle, for 
festive afternoon tea. Instead of an evening 
Christmas meal, we have made a group booking 
with Raby for tea, which is served in the Grand 
Entrance Hall which is transformed with 
beautifully decorated Christmas trees, grown on 
the Raby Estate, and a roaring log fire. The tea 
will include a selection of sandwiches, 
homemade cakes, scones and cream. The cost is 
£27.50pp, and time 1‐3pm. Places are limited, 
and will need to be prebooked. 

For more information contact: 
Barbara Thompson, Secretary 

01388 528071 
jwithb1931@gmail.com 

 
 

Venue 
Methodist Chapel, Front Street,  

Wolsingham DL13 3DD 
but we hope to move to a larger venue as soon as possible. 
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Tuesday 21st February ‐ Demonstration of Spring 
Flowers by Rebecca of Circe Flowers, Corbridge. 
Circe (sir‐see) Flower Co is an artisan florist and 
plant shop based in Corbridge. Run by Rebecca 
Gowland, you'll find a natural, wild and rule‐
breaking style of floristry that lends itself perfectly 
to romantic events such as weddings. Circe also 
hosts workshops and delivers flowers, and they 
have a pop up store at The Station, Dene Close, 
Riding Mill. 

Tuesday 21st March ‐ Planting Spring Containers 
with Faye Palmer of Palmers Plants. Palmers Plants 
and Besp‐Oak Creations are based at The Dales 
Centre, Unit 1G, Stanhope, and have a nursery at 
Staindrop. This is a small, independent family run 
business, started in 2021. They sell a range of 
plants, evergreens and shrubs. They also stock a 
selection of houseplants, as well as gardening tools, 
plant food, bird food and feeders, compost, and 
garden accessories. They make bespoke oak barrel 
containers. Faye will bring a selection of plants for 
sale, and we will raffle all the containers she plants 
up. 

Saturday 1st April ‐ Please support our annual fund 
raising Easter Coffee Morning in the Town Hall, from 
10 am to 12noon. This is to raise funds to support 
our transport costs in 2023. There will be Cakes, 
Plants, Easter Stall and Raffle. 

Tuesday 18th April ‐ Tonight we celebrate the 
Coronation with florist Caroline Batson of All Tied 
Up. Caroline's floristry and event dressing business 
used to be based in Wolsingham, but she has 
moved to larger premises at Tow Law. As well as 
selling flowers, plants and gifts, Caroline runs 
various workshops, an on‐line order/delivery 
service, and hires chair covers and accessories for 
events. There will be a glass of fizz for everyone 
after the demonstration to celebrate the 6th May 
Coronation. 

Tuesday 16th May ‐ Patricia Hodgson OBE, from 
Stocksfield, whose garden we visited in 2022, is 
coming to entertain us with more 'tales, slides and 
music from the garden'. Patricia is involved in 
several charities, including Childline and the NSPCC 
School Service, focussed on support for children 
and young people. Tonight is our dedicated charity 
evening in support of the work of the NSPCC. 

Sunday 4th June ‐ We have free group entry (a 
saving of £12.95pp) to RHS Harlow Carr at 
Harrogate. We have already visited in Spring and 
Winter seasons, so this year we have booked for 
early Summer. We will meet at Harlow Carr main 
garden entrance at 11 am to collect tickets, and 
thereafter members are free to do as they wish. 
The garden covers 58 acres and sits in the beautiful 
Yorkshire countryside ‐ there are well surfaced 
paths to all areas. The gardens are a delight in every 
season and showcase both different garden styles 
and extensive plant collections. Accessibility ‐ 
mobility scooters are available to use, but please 
book ahead (tel: 01423 565418, or email 
harlowcarr@rhs.org.uk) 

Bettys restaurant and shop will be open as well as 
the RHS garden centre, gift shop, and garden Tea 
House. Harrogate town centre is only about 10 mins 
by car, or there is a walk directly from Harlow Carr 
to Valley Gardens. Members will need to use their 
own transport for this visit. 

Tuesday 20th June ‐ Tonight we visit 2 Hillside 
Cottages, Low Etherley, DL14 OE2, the home of Mrs 
Mary Smith. This half acre garden, open under the 
NGS, is a mature cottage garden with a wide variety 
of beds of shrubs, grasses, perennials and trees. 
There is a wild area with a small pond, and 
greenhouse with a collection of succulents and 
cacti, as well as vegetable beds, fruit trees and 
roses. Accessibility ‐ mostly grass paths. Mrs Smith 
will provide refreshments, and if anyone would like 
to, we will call for drinks at the Duke of York, Fir 

Tree, after the visit. We aim to arrive at the 
garden between 6.30 and 7 pm. 

Tuesday 18th July ‐To celebrate our 45th 
anniversary we have booked a two course supper, 
tea/coffee (£30 pp) at Headlam Hall, Gainford. 
Headlam is an authentic 17th century country 
house retreat, standing in beautiful walled 
gardens and surrounded by its own rolling 
farmland. Transport will be provided by the Club. 

Tuesday 15th August ‐ Talk and demonstration 
using British flowers. Sauf Hall Flowers is a small 
flower farm nestled between North Yorkshire and 
Durham, run by Nick Brown and specialising in 
seasonal, scented and sustainable British flowers. 
Buying locally grown, British flowers is great news 
for the environment, and helps support small 
rural businesses. Sauf Hall sell flowers from the 
farm as well as on line, and run various 
workshops and events throughout the season. 
Nick and Melanie will talk about the delights and 
trials of flower farming, and bring lots of British 
flowers to raffle at the end of the evening. 

Friday 1st September ‐ Ladies Charity Lunch at 
the Showfield, Wolsingham ‐ always a fun event ‐ 
lunch, bar, speaker, sales, raffle, tombola, 
entertainment etc. This event raises funds for the 
Weardale Community Hospital and money raised 
is spent by the Friends Committee to directly 
benefit patients. 

Tuesday 19th September ‐ Afternoon visit to 
Crook Hall, Frankland Lane, Sidegate, Durham 
DH1 5SZ; arrival for 1 pm. Crook Hall and Gardens 
are now owned by the National Trust and 
considered one of the city's most significant 
medieval domestic buildings. The series of inter‐
linked gardens are set against the medieval hall, 
with views to Durham Cathedral. The Garden Cafe 
will be open to 4 pm. Parking is adjacent to the 
Cafe. National Trust members have free entry. 


